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Khalid Ali is a lawyer and the Director of the
Egyptian Center for Economic and Social Rights
and formerly worked for the Hisham Mubarak
Center for Legal Aid. He helped establish the
Popular Committee to Support the Palestinian
Intifada in 2000, is very active in the labour
movement and the youth movements, in
particular the April 6th movement. He played a
critical role in liaising between different political
forces at the time of the Egyptian uprisings.
Omar S. Dahi is Assistant Professor of Economics
at Hampshire College, USA. His research
interests are in the areas of economic
development and international trade, with a
special focus on South–South economic
cooperation and the political economy of the
Middle East and North Africa. He has published
articles in the Journal of Development Economics,
Middle East Report and the Review of Radical
Political Economics.
Yusery Ahmed Ezbawy is a researcher at the
Ahram Center for Political and Strategic Studies
in Cairo. He has written widely on youth
mobilisation and social movements and is
currently completing a doctorate degree on
citizenship at Cairo University.
Sameh Fawzy is the Deputy-director of Dialogue
Forum – Bibliotheca Alexandrina (Library of
Alexandria). He holds a PhD from Cairo
University on Social Capital Formation in Egypt,
an MA on Governance from the Institute of
Development Studies (IDS) and an MA in
Accountability in Egypt, from Cairo University.
He is a regular columnist in several Egyptian
newspapers, has published a number of books,
including The Colors of Freedom. The Fourth Wave of
Democracy in the World, and has written widely on
Accountability in the Egyptian Public
Administration, Good Governance in Egypt, the
Problems of Copts, Citizenship and Political Islam.
Mohamed Hussein El Naggar is a Programme
Officer at the National Democratic Institute in
Cairo. He has over 16 years’ experience working
with local, regional and international
organisations, including the Democracy
Development Group, Al-Karma for Edutainment,
the Cairo Institute for Human Rights Studies and
the Arab League. He has experience working with
many of the UN committees associated with
human rights, such as the special committee on
economic, social and cultural rights, the
committee on the prevention of torture and the
anti-discrimination committee. He has trained
non-governmental organisations (NGOs) on the
use of international human rights instruments
and the writing of shadow reports in Jordan,
Morocco, Yemen, Palestine and Egypt. He has
written extensively on human rights issues for
publications produced by the Ahram Center for
Political and Strategic Studies, the Cairo Institute
for Human Rights Studies and the Center for
Protecting the Freedom of Journalists, Jordan.
Yousry Mustapha is the Project Manager of the
GIZ-assisted project, Promotion of Women’s
Rights in Egypt. From 1997 to 2003, he served as
the Executive Director of the Egyptian
Organization for Human Rights and the Cairo
Institute for Human Rights Studies. He also
served as a human rights consultant and
coordinator for the Arab Human Rights Fund
and the Women and Memory Forum, a Cairo-
based NGO. His work experience in the Middle
East includes several with local, regional and
international Human Rights NGOs and research
institutions. He has published several writings
and research papers on human rights, citizenship
and democracy and identity politics in the Arab
region. He is a board member of the Arab
Human Rights Fund.
Hania Sholkamy is an Egyptian anthropologist
with a PhD from the London School of
Economics and Political Sciences, University of
London. She obtained a BA and MA from the
American University in Cairo (AUC). She is
currently Associate Research Professor at the
Social Research Center of the AUC and is also
affiliated with the Forced Migration and Refugee
Studies Programme of the university. Her
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research interests and publications are mainly in
the fields of health, particularly reproductive
health, gender, population and qualitative
methods. She has co-edited two volumes:
Categories and Contexts: Anthropological and Historical
Studies in Critical Demography (OUP 2004) with
S. Szreter and A. Dharmalingam, and Health and
Identity in Egypt (AUC Press 2004) with
F. Ghanam. She is currently Regional Coordinator
of the ‘Pathways to Women’s Empowerment
Research Consortium’ in partnership with IDS.
Emad Siam is a political activist who has been
very active in Egypt’s Kifaya movement and with
student movements. He holds a doctorate degree
in economics, and has been involved in
developing civic education programmes and
inter-faith dialogues in Egypt and beyond. He
has written extensively on political participation
in Egypt, Islamic activism, NGOs, concepts of
citizenship and the future of social movements.
Mariz Tadros is a Research Fellow at IDS.
Previously, she was an Assistant Professor of
Political Science at the American University in
Cairo and worked for many years as a journalist
for the Al-Ahram Weekly newspaper. Her most
recent publications include ‘The Non-Muslim
Other in Muslim Family Legislation’, in Hawwa 7.2
(winter edition 2009) and ‘The Securitisation of
Civil Society’, in Conflict, Security and Development
(March 2011). She is author of The Muslim
Brotherhood in Contemporary Egypt: Democracy Redefined
or Confined (Routledge 2012 forthcoming), editor of
‘Religion, Rights and Gender at the Crossroads’
(IDS Bulletin 42.1), and co-editor with A. Costa of
‘Quotas: Add Women and Stir?’ (IDS Bulletin 41.5).
Ayman Abd el Wahab is Head of the Civil Society
Studies unit at the Ahram Center for Political
and Strategic Studies. He has written extensively
on civil society matters in Egypt, in particular on
the law regulating the affairs of NGOs and
state–civil society relations. He obtained a PhD
from Cairo University examining the role of civil
society organisations in democratic transitions.
He works extensively with NGOs and youth
coalitions in Egypt and the Arab region.
Youssef Wardany is a researcher at the National
Council for Youth, the governmental agency
responsible for youth policy in Egypt. He
obtained an MA in Human Rights from the
London School of Economics in 2009, and a
second MA in European Studies, with a focus on
youth, from Cairo University in 2011. He is
currently working as a consultant with UNESCO
and NGOs in Egypt.
